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What to Do...

[1 Before pruning take a step back
and look at your tree.

[J Envision your tree after
it’s pruned. Remember
you can always take
more off, but can’t
put it back on.

[0 Always have a purpose
in mind before a
cut is made.
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Branches to Prune
1. Competing leader

2. Vertical

3. Crossing

4. Downward growing
5. Broken or dead

What Not to Do...

Avoid leaving too much or
too little of the pruned branch.

Stub Cut -
(leaving too much)

Finish cuts should never leave a
stub that a cap can hang from.

Flush Cut —
(leaving too little)

A flush cut opens the tree to decay
and prevents proper and complete
wound closure. Compare the
results of a flush cut (left) and
proper cut (right).

Never

top your

tree. Don't

make the mistake of cutting off the
top of a tree’s canopy to reduce its size.
Besides being unattractive, topping
leads to weak growth and decay.
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